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Why 
Prayer?        
     Praying Scripture:          
The Word of God

Some people wonder how the Bible, or Word of God, wri2en during an ancient 7me and another 
place, could be relevant to our lives today. We can treat it as an an7quated object filled with two-
dimensional stories of a 7me past-lived. However, while the Bible was wri2en within a par7cular 
context, it also speaks the truth and wisdom of God’s love and goodness into our lives today. When 
Jesus was alive, he regularly used the Scriptures of his people to speak into the circumstances of his 
day. These were stories and wri7ngs from hundreds and thousands of years before Jesus’ 7me and 
became our Old Testament. 

In addi7on to speaking the Word of God into people’s lives, Jesus also prayed the Word of God. 
Jesus prayed more than almost anything he did and taught us how to pray by example... how he 
prayed, when he prayed, and the words he prayed. Even up un7l his last words as he was dying on 
the cross, Jesus prayed words from Scripture (Mt. 27:46, Mk. 15:34, Lk. 23:46). 

Why did Jesus pray Scripture and why should we? Because God’s word never returns empty, 
meaning that it will always bear fruit and yield posi7ve results when it is thought, spoken, read, 
heard, or prayed. God said 

The rain and snow come down from the heavens and stay on the ground to water 
the earth. They cause the grain to grow, producing seed for the farmer and bread 
for the hungry. It is the same with my word. I send it out, and it always produces 
fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, and it will prosper everywhere I send it 
(Isaiah 55:10-11). 

Another reason to pray scripture is that when we do so, we can have confidence that what we’re 
praying is within God’s will, his plan and purpose for our lives… This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he 
hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him (1 John 5:14-15).

For the Word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged 
sword, cu;ng between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. Hebrews 4:11
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Putting It into Practice

Taking It Further

Praying Scripture for One Another in your Group:2 

1. Each person in your Group brings a verse from Scripture that relates to their 
most immediate need.  

2. For those who don’t yet have a verse, help them to find one during Group. 

3. Find a partner and commit to praying the selected verse unCl your Group meets 
again.  

4. In subsequent weeks, you may want to add new verses to the old one and pray 
the new verse or mulCple verses for each other.  

5. When you begin a new study, you may want to find new prayer partners to 
experience prayers for and from new people. 

Take a look at some God Stories to see the miraculous ways God works through prayer and 
especially when when we pray Scripture for ourselves and for others. 

Praying Scripture: Here are some prac+cal +ps for how to include Scripture in your prayers…1 

1. Select a passage that is meaningful to you or speaks truth into your life. If you’re 
not sure where to start, the Psalms are a great place to begin. There are 150 
Psalms, which are prayers and songs from the Old Testament, and speak into 
much of what we experience as humans. 

2. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you — “to bless your +me in Scripture, keep you 
focused, and help you pray his Word.” 

3. Read through the passage slowly, medita+ng on the words and ideas. 

4. “As you finish a sentence or verse, turn the words into a prayer, bringing the 
truths and ideas of the passage into a conversa+on with God.” 

5. Find the verses that speak truth into par+cular circumstances of your life and 
pray them regularly, confident that as you pray God’s Word, you are also praying 
God’s will. 

6. Record or journal how God answers and works through your prayers of 
Scripture.

1. This pracCce adapted from and quotes from hJps://www.biblegateway.com/resources/scripture-engagement/
praying-scripture/pracCce. 

2.  Adapted from hJps://www.smallgroups.com/meeCng-builder/bible-study-extras/praying-scripture.html?

https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/scripture-engagement/praying-scripture/practice
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/scripture-engagement/praying-scripture/practice
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